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The Ultimate Calling – Be There! Be Hope!   
Bethany UMC – Feb 21, 2010  

(Outflow Series 5 – the ends of the earth) 
 

Scripture: Acts 13:47                     by Ingrid Wang 
 
Key Verse: Acts 13:47 "For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, ‘I have set you to be a light 
for the Gentiles, so that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’”  
 
Welcome to the fifth and the final week of “Outflow” sermon series!  For those of you who may 
be visiting with us or have missed a Sunday, I will briefly fill you in with what we have learned 
as a congregation.  The ‘Outflow’ sermon series is about exploring what it means that God 
intends for our life to overflow with unimaginable joy and power and how we can live an 
‘outflow’ Christian life.  The overall theme Scripture and road map of this sermon/study series is 
Acts 1:8, Jesus’ last instruction to his disciples.  He said, “You will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  We are invited to imagine 
that God’s love flows like a four-tiered fountain.  The top tier of the fountain 
represents Jerusalem: a personal relationship with God.  The second tier of the 
fountain represents Judea: relationships with families and friends.  The third 
tier represents Samaria: the community around us, especially people who 
don’t look, believe, or act as we do.  The fourth tier and the base of the 
fountain represent the ultimate destination: the ends of the earth.  When we 
heard the words, ‘the ends of the earth,’ it seems hard for us to imagine how 
that is possible and cannot help but wonder if God would really send ‘me’ to 
do such a task!!        

 
As difficult as it seems to be, the Scripture reminds us that each of us does play a key role in 
reaching the ends of the earth.  In John 17, Jesus prays for the sanctification of his followers, “As 
you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.” (Jn 17:18) Jesus’ prayer 
was not only for the twelve disciples, but for ALL of his followers.  If we claim to be Christ’s 
followers, we are to be sent into the world to share the good news.  The Apostle Paul also 
reminded us that we are new creations in Christ.  We have reconciled with God and become 
Christ’s ambassadors because God is making an appeal through us. (2 Cor 5:17-20) Being an 
ambassador of Christ does not require a degree in divinity or a license as pastoral minister.  
Being Christ’s ambassador is a natural flow out of being a new creation.  Being sent is a vital 
part of being a follower of Christ. 
 
Often, our interpretation of ‘being sent’ connects with missionaries faraway from home.  
Missionaries such as Nan and Miguel McCurdy who live and serve in Nicaragua or Charlotte 
Clive who goes to Honduras each year for a short term medical mission trip.  However, not every 
person needs to board an airplane and fly hundreds of miles to reach the mission fields.  
Supporting those whom God is sending to faraway places can be one of the ways we contribute.  
It may even be how you nurture someone who eventually becomes a missionary.  I would not 
underestimate the small acts that each of us does in our daily life because I believe God pays 
attention to little things.  Jesus says, “Whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these 
little ones in the name of a disciple, none of these will lose their reward.” (Mt 10:42) We need to 
redefine the word, evangelism.  It is not for Christians to make people believe what we believe, 
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but simply let the love of God naturally flows out of our hearts and brings hope and healing to 
others.        

 
It is often tempting that we try to tell God to send someone else instead of us.  I would not be 
surprised that some of us can relate to Moses’ reaction to God’s call.  Moses tried very hard to 
convince God that he was the wrong man for the job.  He begged and said, “O my Lord, please 
send someone else!” (Ex 4:13) I don’t know about you, but I have had the similar struggle as 
Moses did when I first heard God’s small still voice calling me to enter into ordained ministry.  
“Who am I?” I asked God.  As a newly converted Christian, I felt totally unqualified to be a 
pastor.  For Moses, he did not realize the fact he was the only Hebrew slave brought up as a 
noble in Pharaoh’s household made him the most qualified candidate to fulfill the mission that 
God calls him to do.  God knows who we are better than we know ourselves.  God has spent our 
lifetimes preparing each of us to go exactly where God is sending us.  For me, I realized the ups 
and downs of my life, my personal heartbreaks and tribulations have prepared me to relate to 
others more deeply and bring them closer to Jesus.  Indeed, we are inadequate on our own.  But 
when God sends us, God goes with us.  God’s promise to Moses, “I will be with you,” is also the 
promise to us. (Ex 3:12)                                                
 
There may be times we wonder, “What if they won’t believe me or listen to me?”  Perhaps you 
think you don’t have a testimony dramatic enough to establish your credibility.  I would remind 
you: when Moses voiced the same question, God answered Moses by asking, “What is that in 
your hand?” (Ex 4:2) What God was referring to was the shepherd’s staff in Moses’ hand and 
God demonstrated God’s transforming power by turning the staff into a snake.  You may say, 
“Pastor, if that happens to me, maybe people will take me seriously, but I do 
not have a staff.”  True, none of us has a staff in our hands because we don’t 
live in an agricultural society and none of us is a shepherd in profession.  
But let us pay attention to God’s question: “What is that in your hand?”  I 
believe if Moses had been a computer software engineer, he might have 
been holding a computer.  Whatever we have in our hands, our knowledge, 
professional skills, unique life experiences and opportunities, God can use it 
to establish credibility so God’s message will be heard.                 
   
Some of you may say, “But I am not very good with words.”  The thought of having to give 
‘gospel presentations’ does make a lot of us want to run and hide.  However, we must remember 
that we are not sent out to be Jesus’ public relations agents; we are not Christ’s sales persons; we 
are not God’s marketing consultants.  God sends us into the world as who we are.  The more 
honest and transparent we are, the better people will be receptive to us.  Besides, as God told 
Moses that He would put words into both Moses’ mouth and Aaron’s, God would also be with 
each of us, instructing us what to do.  We must not let our worry about words keep us from our 
mission of reaching the world.              

 
One of the biggest misconceptions about ‘church’ is that we often 
heavily lean toward defining church as a building.  We think if we 
have a nice building and offer good programs suited for various ages, 
then people would come to church and check us out.  This may be 
true at some point and it is a great blessing that many churches own 
nice buildings.  However, I believe that God is not calling the world 
to come to church; God is calling the church to go to the world.  
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There is a huge difference between ‘come and see’ and ‘go and be.’  We are called to use the 
powers we have been given to go and be all we are meant to be.  We can all be the church 
wherever we are and we certainly don’t want to limit ourselves doing good things only inside 
these four walls.  Most of all, we will not make a difference sitting safely in our Sanctuary 
waiting for the world to come to us.  We must get out into the culture and society where the real 
action is.  That is what Jesus meant when he said that we are both the salt and the light of the 
world.           
 
Salt is powerful.  It changes things with which it comes in contact.  Most recently, we all become 

much more appreciative to salt after having heavy snow storms.  
Salt melts ice.  As Christ’s followers, we have the ability to melt the 
cold indifference of the secular world simply by allowing the love of 
God outpouring from us to others.  Salt enhances the flavor of food.  
How many of you like to sprinkle salt on your food?  As Christians, 
we have traded our dry and tasteless life for a rich and meaningful 
life that is flavored by the gospel.  And that is not all because salt 

also preserves food.  In the old days when there was no refrigeration available, people preserved 
meat, fish, and veggies by adding lots of salt so that they might have them in the cold winter 
when nothing grows.  When we follow Jesus and go wherever he sends us, we will bring the 
richness, the hope, and the compassion of Jesus to people especially in their cold and dry winter 
season of life.  Most interestingly, salt makes people thirsty.  No one can take salt without 
thirsting for water.  As those around us witness the true love of God out flowing from us, they 
will surely thirst for what we have.                 
 
I don’t know if you have ever experienced trying to use the salt shaker that has been left unused 
for a long time.  The salt becomes hard as a rock because moisture can harden the salt and you 
will not be able to shake it out.  Christians can become crusty and hardened to God’s desire for 
us to enhance flavor for life and create thirst among people if we are too focused on ourselves 
and not on shaking things up in the world.   
 
It is true that we live in a world where spiritual darkness brings about fear, hate, 
lust, and selfishness.  The society is filled with injustice and oppression.  The 
moral standard dropped to its lowest level ever.  Lots of things need to be shaken 
and the world needs the light of God.  The good news is that not just God gives 
us light to walk by, but as we walk in it, we can help to reflect this light that 
leads others toward God.  Each of us becomes a piece of prism that reflects the 
light of God.   
 
I will share with you a true story about a woman who went where she was sent 
and reflected the light of God in darkness.  Pastor Bill Wilson is the founder of New York City’s 
Metro Ministries to low-income inner-city children.  He tells of a Puerto Rican woman who 
asked through an interpreter how she could share the light she had received from Jesus with 
others.  She said in Spanish, “Please, let me do something.”  Pastor Wilson told her that she 
could ride on one of the fifty Sunday school buses each week and just ‘love the kids.’  So that 
was what she did.  After she got on the bus, she would look for the saddest child on the bus, put 
him or her on her lap and whisper in their ears with the few English words she knew, “I love you 
and Jesus loves you.”  After several months, she found herself riding the same bus and rocking 
the same little boy who captured her heart.  For months, this little boy never made a sound.  One 
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day before getting off the bus, he threw his arms around this woman and said, “I love you, too.”  
Unfortunately, the story has a sad ending.  At 6 o’clock that evening, this little boy was found 
dead under a fire escape.  His mother had beaten him to death and thrown his body out.  And yet, 
in the weeks before his short life ended, some light had shown in his dark world.  Some of the 
last words this little boy ever heard were, “I love you and Jesus loves you.”  Yes, we can make a 
difference in someone’s life!  We only need to get out there and start with small acts.   
 
Successful planters sow lots of seeds.  They do not worry about wasting seeds or running out of 
seeds because the more they sow, the more their individual bags of seed overflow.  With the 

busy life style we have nowadays, we may feel limited with our time, 
energy, and even money.  However, I believe that God delights in 
turning our scarcity into overflowing abundance.  When the disciples 
faced the crowd of five thousands people, they did not have enough 
food.  But when they gave the only five loaves of bread and two fish to 

Jesus, there was more than enough for everyone.  I firmly believe for whatever little amount we 
give, God will turn it into abundant blessings that naturally overflow into the world.        
 
This morning, we have witnessed the acts of compassion of our children towards the ‘Nothing 
but Nets’ ministry.  It is exciting to see how these youngsters living their lives as disciples of 
Jesus Christ.  The children have set a goal to raise one thousand dollars by Easter and they have 
challenged the congregation to match their goal.  Do you think we, as adult disciples, can double 
this challenge by Easter?  Yes, you can make a change in the world!  Remember, Bethany church 
is not limited within this building.  Bethany church will outflow into the community and the 
world.  On April 11, first Sunday after Easter, there will be a church-wide outflow in action 
Sunday at Bethany.  We will be moving into the community and engaging in various outflow 
activities during our worship time.  Detailed information will be provided in the near future.  I 
strongly encourage everyone to reserve that day and join this church-wide outflow in action.  
 
Before I wrap up for the day, I would like to say, “Thank you” to all of you who helped with the 
Haiti health kits.  Last Thursday, we delivered 1700 health kits to one of the UMCOR 
distribution centers in Pennsylvania.  I don’t know if you realize the impact you have made to the 
people in Haiti.  What you have packed and sent was not simply sanitizing health kits.  You have 
sent hope for the people in despair.  Yes, you can make a change in the world by being there for 
someone and being hope for the world!  This is our ultimate calling!!  Amen.   
 

 


